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Introduction 

The communication of interests from different parts of society to politicians is an inherent 

characteristic of any democracy. However, the public should be able to identify who seeks 

to influence political and legislative decisions and on whose behalf, using what financial 

and human resources and with what objectives and arguments. 

That is why the Lobbying Register for the representation of special interests vis-à-vis the 

German Bundestag and the Federal Government was introduced in 2022. It is intended to 

help strengthen trust in the legitimacy of democratic processes and institutions. 

The Lobbying Register is publicly available via the following internet address: 

 

lobbyregister.bundestag.de 

 

It already contains more than two million data points on the various lobbyists, their 

structural and financial backgrounds and, above all, their objectives and arguments. With 

its extensive search, sorting and filtering functions, it offers wide-ranging options for the 

general public, the press and media, researchers and politicians and, not least, lobbyists 

themselves to search for the information they want. 

The enormous wealth of data in the Lobbying Register is an outstanding source of first-

hand data regarding many social and political debates on the most diverse of issues. 

http://www.lobbyregister.bundestag.de/


Page 4 
 

 

1. The home page 

The Lobbying Register home page provides important fundamental and statistical 

information at a glance: 

 

 How many people and organisations are currently engaged in lobbying? 

 What type of organisation are they (fields of activity)? 

 What is the subject matter of the lobbying (areas of interest)? 

 Which entries have been recently added and which have just been updated? 

 For how many of the people named are there indications of a “revolving door effect” 

(having worked for the Bundestag, Federal Government or the federal administration 

in the last five years)? 

 Who has failed to update their register entry in good time or infringed the Code of 

Conduct? 

 Which former representatives of special interests are no longer engaged in lobbying 

requiring registration? 

 

 

2. Detailed information about the lobbying landscape 

Detailed information about the lobbying landscape at the federal level can be obtained by 

leaving the search box on the home page blank and simply clicking search (“Suchen”). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lobbyregister.bundestag.de/startseite?lang=de
https://www.lobbyregister.bundestag.de/suche?pageSize=25&sort=REGISTRATION_DESC&filter%5bactivelobbyist%5d%5btrue%5d=true


Page 5 
 

 

All the entries in the active Lobbying Register will appear as a list, with multiple options 

for sorting that list by a vast range of characteristics. 

 

 

That methods can be used, for example, to answer the following questions: 

 

 Who has spent the most money on lobbying? (Sort by financial expenditure (highest 

first) (“Höhe der finanziellen Aufwendungen (absteigend)”).) 

 Who has registered the greatest number of specific objectives and intentions in 

relation to the amendment, creation, repeal or retention of particular regulatory 

provisions? (Sort by number of regulatory proposals (highest first) 

(“Regelungsvorhaben, Anzahl (absteigend)”).) 

 Who has uploaded the most comments or expert opinions to the Register? (Sort by 

number of comments (highest first) (“Stellungnahmen, Anzahl (absteigend)”).) 

 Who has employed the most people in lobbying? (Sort by number of employees 

(highest first) (“Beschäftigte, Anzahl (absteigend)”). The results will be given in 

terms of full-time equivalents.) 

 Who has registered the most people who are not just occasionally tasked with the 

representation of special interests? (Sort by number of people tasked (highest first) 

(“Betraute Personen, Anzahl (absteigend)”).) 

 Who has registered the most lobbying commissions? (Sort by number of 

commissions (highest first) (“Aufträge, Anzahl (absteigend)”).) 

 Which organisation has most members? (Sort by number of members (highest first) 

(“Mitglieder, Anzahl (absteigend)”).) 

 Who has received the largest sum in membership dues? (Sort by total of 

membership dues (highest first) (“Mitgliedsbeiträge, Gesamtsumme (absteigend)”).) 

 Who has received the highest total in gifts and other lifetime donations from third 

parties? (Sort by gifts, donations (highest first) (“Schenkungen, Gesamtsumme 

(absteigend)”). 
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3. Narrowing down search results 

using facet filters 

That comprehensive list of all entries can then be narrowed 

down using the facet filters. 

 

These can be used, for example, 

 

 to show only entries by companies (of particular legal 

forms), associations or non-profit organisations 

working for a particular area of special interest; 

 

 to show only entries from those commissioned by 

third parties to engage in lobbying; 

 

 to show only entries containing references to 

regulatory proposals to amend, create, repeal or 

retain particular legal provisions or publishing 

essential written comments and expert opinions; 

 

 to show only entries containing people in relation to 

whom there are indications of a revolving door effect; 

 

 to filter by main sources of financing 

(“Hauptfinanzierungsquellen”) in order to find entries 

from organisations primarily funded by economic 

activity, membership dues, state subsidies or gifts; 

 

 to search the register as it was on a particular date in 

the past, to see, for example, who was actively 

engaged in lobbying when a particular act was passed. 

 

 

 

The filters can also be freely combined, so that you can 

always quickly find the particular constellation of lobbyists 

you are looking for. 
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4. Searching for specific organisations, names or terms 

It is, of course, also possible to find a specific register entry, or search for individual words 

or parts of words, directly from the home page, by entering certain search terms or a register 

number (if known) in the free-text search box. 

To further narrow down the search results, queries can use the Boolean operators you may 

know from other databases, such as AND (“UND”), OR (“ODER”) and NOT (“NICHT”). 

All the information in all entries is then searched for hits, and the search terms found are 

highlighted in the list of search results. From there, of course, you can further narrow down 

the results using the facet filters. 

If the search results are still too numerous, another possibility is to select register entries 

(“Registereinträge”) from the main menu to access more refined search options. These 

allow you to specify that the search term should appear only in certain categories within 

the entries. 

 

 

  

 

  

https://www.lobbyregister.bundestag.de/suche-im-lobbyregister?lang=de
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5. Diverse information in individual register entries 

Calling up the register entry of a particular company, association or other organisation will 

often reveal very extensive information on the lobbyist concerned. Such a register entry 

comprises several categories: 

 

 Structural information: 

Contact details, legal form, names of all authorised representatives and persons 

entrusted with lobbying, total number of members, own memberships, office in the 

capital 

 

 Financial information: 

Main sources of financing, annual financial expenditure involved in the 

representation of special interests, allowances and grants from the German public 

purse, gifts and other lifetime donations, membership dues, annual accounts or 

management reports 

 

 Information on any contractual relationships: 

Information on the identity of clients and sub-contractors and the commissions 

awarded, particulars of the financial resources received from clients 

 

 Information on the substance of the lobbying: 

Regulatory proposals in regard to which the representation of special interests is 

carried out and the associated essential comments and expert opinions 

 

In addition to the current version of each register entry, historical versions of each entry 

can be accessed from the past 18 months. Those historical versions constitute a kind of 

public archive and depict how a register entry has evolved and when which information 

was added or removed. 

 

Information on regulatory proposals and comments or expert opinions even remain 

accessible on the substance of lobbying pages for eight years following their removal from 

a register entry (see “Fehler! Verweisquelle konnte nicht gefunden werden.” below). 



Page 9 
 

 

6. Searching for particular people and the advanced search function 

One particularly user-friendly feature is the search for individuals (“Personensuche”). As 

soon as at least three letters of a forename or surname are typed in one of the search boxes, 

suggestions are offered from the database, making it easy to quickly find the entries in 

which that person’s name appears. Here, too, the search can be refined to certain categories 

within the entries, such as authorised representatives (“vertretungsberechtigte Personen”). 

 

An advanced search function (“Expertensuche”) is also provided. This feature allows for 

targeted research. Search results are displayed which both contain the search terms 

specified and fit the selected filters. 

 

https://www.lobbyregister.bundestag.de/personensuche-im-lobbyregister?lang=de
https://www.lobbyregister.bundestag.de/expertensuche-im-lobbyregister?lang=de
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7. Substance of the lobbying 

Since the reform of the Lobbying Register Act (Lobbyregistergesetz) which came into force 

on 1 March 2024, a wide range of information can be found in the register on lobbyists’ 

specific objectives and arguments. 

These are recorded within the register application using a structure which makes it 

possible to identify 

 

 which specific regulatory proposals (referring to the amendment, creation, repeal 

or retention of particular legal provisions) each lobbyist is pursuing and 

 

 who is representing special interests in connection with specific legislative bills 

(ministry drafts and Bundestag or Bundesrat printed papers) or federal laws and 

with what objectives and arguments. 

 

The starting point for such searches is the substance of lobbying section of the Lobbying 

Register application, which is reached via “Inhalte der Interessenvertretung” in the main 

menu. 

 

https://www.lobbyregister.bundestag.de/inhalte-der-interessenvertretung?lang=de
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The front page of the substance of lobbying section provides a good overview of the types 

of information to be found there. These include, for example, 

 

 the current total number of regulatory proposals registered by lobbyists, 

 the current total number of comments/expert opinions uploaded and 

 statistics regarding the spread of lobbying activities across areas of interest, the 

various parts of the federal government and target groups within the Bundestag. 

 You can also simply scroll through all regulatory proposals and comments in the 

register, starting with the most recently added. This makes it easy to identify on 

what issues lobbyists are currently engaged. 

 

The search function in the substance of lobbying section is similar to the home page search, 

but it offers the additional option of searching for a particular keyword, printed paper 

number or other search term only in certain categories. There are four search areas: 

 

 Regulatory proposals (“Regelungsvorhaben”): This refers to the objectives and 

intentions registered by each lobbyist in connection with the specific legislation to 

which they relate. 

 

 Comments / expert opinions (“Stellungnahmen/Gutachten”): This is a full-text 

search which directly scans all the written contents of the comments and expert 

opinions provided. 

 

 Regulatory drafts (“Regelungsentwürfe”): Here you can search for the draft 

legislation, as produced by the federal ministries or as published as Bundestag or 

Bundesrat printed papers, to which the lobbying specifically relates. 

 

 Federal acts (“Bundesgesetze”): This enables you to search for all existing federal 

acts and ordinances which are the subject of lobbying and which are referred to in 

the relevant entries. 

 

 

All four of these search areas provide a content search for particular words or parts of 

words. As elsewhere, all lists of search results can be refined using additional facet filters 

and sorted as required. 

 

https://www.lobbyregister.bundestag.de/inhalte-der-interessenvertretung?lang=de
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8. Searching for special interests relating to particular bills 

It is also possible to search directly for a specific legislative bill (ministry draft or printed 

paper) to find out who is trying to influence it and with what objective and arguments. 

If you want to know, for example, what bills there are which relate to “Cannabis” and are 

the subject of lobbying, simply go to Substance of lobbying (“Inhalte der 

Interessenvertretung”) select Regulatory drafts (“Regelungsentwürfe”) and type “Cannabis” 

into the search box. 

 

Clicking Search (“Suchen”) will then reveal a list of all the regulatory drafts which contain 

the word “Cannabis” and are referred to in register entries. These can be further filtered 

and sorted, e.g. by date of reference (most recent first) (“Datum der Bezugnahme 

(absteigend)”), so that you can quickly find the most current bill. 
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This allows you see at a glance how many lobbyists are representing special interests in 

relation to a bill (“Interessenvertreter/-innen”), which regulatory proposals have been 

referred to in that regard (“Regelungsvorhaben”) and how many essential written 

comments or expert opinions which the register contains on the subject 

(“Stellungnahmen/Gutachten”). 

The links in square brackets which follow lead to lists of all the lobbyists actively involved 

(“[alle IV anzeigen]”), all the regulatory proposals referred to (“[alle RV anzeigen]”) and 

all the relevant comments or expert opinions which have been uploaded to the register 

(“[alle SG anzeigen]”). 

 

9. Your notification account – to keep you up to date! 

If you wish to receive regular automatic updates by email when certain register entries are 

amended or added to, or when new regulatory proposals or comments/expert opinions are 

added to the register in connection with certain legislative bills, you can sign up for a 

notification account (“Benachrichtigungskonto”). This is quick and easy to do: on the home 

page, go to the Sign up / Log in (“Registrierung/Login”) submenu and select Public 

(“Öffentlichkeit”). 

 

Once you have entered an email address (“Hinterlegte E-Mail-Adresse”) and set your own 

password (“Passwort”), you can set up your account according to what you are interested 

in. 

 

https://iv-iam.lobbyregister.bundestag.de/realms/lobbyreg-public-users/protocol/openid-connect/auth?response_type=code&client_id=lobbyreg-public-users&scope=openid%20profile&state=0SqjB0zcXEgfLyT6DluDKHIwcAT7dYvnb8w1ztSDGYo=&redirect_uri=https://iv.lobbyregister.bundestag.de/login/oauth2/code/public-users&nonce=b4wkcplE_7p4Ku78KmoUqMJH2kVDRqyp_jmoq-jLVJA
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From your personal notification account, you can then select individual notification 

triggers and the frequency with which you want to receive emails.  

 

Use the relevant search function according to whether you want to be notified of changes 

to a particular register entry (“Suche in Registereinträgen”) or news relating to a particular 

bill (“Suche in Regelungsentwürfen”) or an existing federal act (“Suche in 

Bundesgesetzen”), then click on the bookmark symbol on the relevant entry to select the 

frequency of notification. 
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If you are logged in to your notification account, you can also directly click on the 

bookmarks in your search results anywhere in the application; you do not need to go 

through the notification account view first. 

 

 

 

10. Open Data/API 

In addition, all the data in the Lobbying Register, including the text content of all essential 

comments and expert opinions available in the register from lobbyists, can be downloaded 

in a machine-readable format, so that external software may be used for even more 

customised and detailed analysis. 

The data are stored in a carefully structured JSON format. JSON, or JavaScript Object 

Notation, is a machine-readable data format for data interchange between web-based 

systems. 

All publicly available register content can also be accessed via an API, or application 

programming interface. Comprehensive read-only access is provided to the contents of the 

Lobbying Register. This enables software applications to communicate with each other and 

exchange data in a structured and automated manner. 

More information on this is available in the Information/help (“Informationen/Hilfe”) 

section of the application, under “Open Data/API”. 

https://www.lobbyregister.bundestag.de/informationen-und-hilfe/open-data-1049716


 

 

Transparency strengthens trust 

lobbyregister.bundestag.de 

https://www.lobbyregister.bundestag.de/startseite?lang=de
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