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1. Definition

Cadet establishments or cadet schools are secondary schools up to the Abitur (university
entrance qualification), which usually serve to prepare for a military career or favour a later
military career.

2. Cadet Schools in the Federal Republic of Germany

According to above definition, cadet establishments or cadet schools do not exist in today’s
Germany.

3. The End of the Period of Cadet Institutions in Germany

In Germany, the last cadet establishments were closed shortly after World War I, when the
victorious powers, perceiving education at these institutions as a threat to peace, stipulated in
the Peace Treaty of Versailles that the German Empire must close all cadet schools.’ As a result
of this treaty, the “Hauptkadettenanstalt”? in Berlin/Lichterfelde and the regional cadet establish-
ments subordinate to it had to cease operations. The “Hauptkadettenanstalt” in Berlin/Lichter-
felde, most famous as an elite military training facility prior to and during World War I, was de-
commissioned with a final roll call on March 20, 1920.

1 see Peace Treaty of Versailles, Article 176: “On the expiration of two months from the coming into force of the pre-
sent treaty there must only exist in Germany the number of military schools which is absolutely indispensable for
the recruitment of the officers of the units allowed. [...] Consequently, [...], all military academies or similar institu-
tions in Germany, as well as the different military schools for [...], cadets, [...], will be abolished”;
and Article 177: “Educational establishments, the universities, societies of discharged soldiers, shooting or touring
clubs and, generally speaking associations of every description, whatever be the age of their members, must not
occupy themselves with any military matters. In particular they will be forbidden to instruct or exercise their
members or to allow them to be instructed or exercised, in the profession or use of arms. These societies, associa-
tions, educational establishments and universities must have no connection with the Ministries of War or any other
military authority”, retrievable at: https://net.lib.byu.edu/~rdh7/wwi/versa/versa4.html

2 English: central cadet establishment
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In the German Democratic Republic (GDR), the National People's Army (NVA) operated the
Naumburg (on Saale) Cadet Institute from 1956 to 1960 in the building complex of the former
Royal Prussian Cadet Institute as the only institution of its kind. The school began for boys from
the age of 12, initially for 211 cadets in grades 6 to 9 in two companies with four platoons each,
and offered four hours per week of military or pre-military training in addition to high school ed-
ucation up to the Abitur. About 50 cadets were admitted in two classes each year. Attendance at
the school was free of charge, in line with the civilian GDR secondary schools. Military study
groups were offered parallel to classes. The military part of the education culminated annually in
a summer and winter camp.

The school pursued the political goal of preferentially preparing children of the working and
farming class for a possible career as a professional soldier in the armed organs of the GDR.

In 1958, however, an investigation revealed that less than 10 percent of the pupils met the politi-
cal requirements and that the majority of high school graduates preferred civilian studies. In
addition, there had been several suicides among the pupils. Thus, the Politburo of the Socialist
Unity Party of Germany (SED) decided to close the Naumburg Cadet Institute. The last cadets
took the Abitur in June 1961.3
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3 Lapp, Peter Joachim: Schiiler in Uniform: Die Kadetten der NVA [Pupils in Uniform: The Cadets of the NVA],
in: Deutschland Archiv. Volume 39, 2006, pp. 823—833.
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